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grapple with the expected outblwdc of plague during 
the coming winter.  Experience  has taught  that 
segregation of the sick is  out of the question, 
evacuation of dwellings, even in villages, can only 
be  pwtial, and disinfection is practically useless. 
Major Dyson, Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal, 
says, in an o&cial report with  regard to dis- 
infection, “ n o  marlred effect on the progress of the 
disbase followed it,” and, again, “ disinfection cannot 
provent fresh infection,” and does not confer per- 

attack.” He thinks  that inoculation <‘ vi11 ultimately 
sonnl immunity  nor can it mitigate the severity of an 

be found t o  be the only satisfactory way  of dealing 
with the plague in future.”  The  Punjaub Government 
now proposes t o  offer universal  voluntary inoculation, 
and arrangements are  to be nmde t o  perform 6,800,000 
inoculations. 

A  Government Commission, which.  will probably 
be composed of State engineers, doctors, mine 
managers, miners, and an explosives expert,  is t o  be 
appointed to  inquire  into  the causes of miners’ 
phtI>isis a t  Johannesburg.  The ’ respirator is being 
submitted to  a practical test,  and  important informa- 
tion is being obtained. 

We ,regreh t o  record the  death of Mr. R. Gofton 
Salmond, the indefatigable Secretary of the British 
Home and  Hospital  for Incurables. His organising 
and executive powers m r c  of a high order, and during 
his  tenure of oftice, and largely owing t o  his ability 
and. energy, the new Home a t  Strentham has been 
built,  and  the nunlber of pensioners  greatly increased. 

- maetec in mebictne, 
By  thc  death of Professor Virchow the medical 

world is deprived of a great leader ; hiis two great 
nchievenlents were the detection of the cellular 
activity which is  at  the foundation of all physiological 
processes, and  the classification of R group of new 
growths on a natural histologi,cal  basis. He  
came prominently into notice  m 1848, as a 
~nember of a Government Connnission sent t o  
investigate  a typhus epidemic in Silesia caused by 
famine. He afterwards issued an impassioned re- 
port of the whole situation,  and^ the episode had a 
powerful effect upon his  subsecpent career. There- 
after he ms.a pronounced denlocrat, and  his unnloclified 
expression of his extreme political views led to  his 
removal from the  Rectorate of Berlin University. 
FKe vas, however, subsequently and  triumphantly  re- 
instated. In  thc Berlin Municipal Council he was a 
strong force as a hygienic reformer. H e  also repre- 
sented a Berlin constituency for nmny years in  the 
Reicllstng, in  the course of which h0 had many 
passages a t   a r m  with Bismarck, who was once 
so .provoked  that he chdlenged him to  a duel. 
Notwithstanding the unpalatable  character of 
his political views t o  tho authorities, he was held 
in universal veneration not only for  the value of his 
services t o  science and humnnity, but for his  personal 
Characteristics of noble simplicity and single-minded 
devotion to  truth. 

A few years ago he declared the  secret of his long 
life (he died in his eigllty-first year) t o  be “ the  
regular change between working and  rest,  not only 
in  the alternation of the action of the different orgms, 
but equally in  the nctivity of the different powers of 
the mm organ,” 
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The Transactions of the  British Congress , on 

Tuberculosis for the Prevention of Consumption have, 
this week, been placed in  the hands of subscribers. 

The ‘editors are to  be congratulated on the  manner 
of publication, the division into four volumes making 
the Transactions convenient to handle and read. The 
great majority of the  French and German speeches 
and  papers have translations appended for.those.who 
cannot read  them in the original, and  there is a fairly‘ 
comprehensive index to  each  volume. 

It will be remembered that  the work. of the Congress 
was divided into four sections-State and Municipal, 
Medical, Pathological, an$ Veterinary. I n  addition, 
there were five general meetings and a banquet. The 
task, therefore, of editing these volumes can have 
been no light one. 

Vol. I. of the Transactions contains lists of the 
menlbers of the Congress and reports of the general 
meetings, edited by the Hon. Secretary General. 
Here .we find Dr. Koch’s speech throwing doubt on 
the communicability of bovine tuberculosis t o  man, 
and the no less famous reply by Professor “Fadyean. 
In  Vol. 11. (Report of the  State Section, edited byits 
Bon. Secretary) special attention may be drawn to 
the har~dbills, chculars, and placmds issued by the 
Manchester Health Authorities and the Boston 
(W.S.A.) Health Department on precautions against: 
the communication of consumption, the danger of 
spitting in workshops, public-houses, and elsewhere, 
and the destruction of expectoration. 

The papers on ventilation, the danger of dirt  and 
dust, and  the necessity of disinfection of d\vellillgs 
after their occupancy by tuberculous  persons are of 
interest t o  every district nurse. 

‘‘ The  prevention of tuberculosis in childhood ” is a 
mtional question of grave importance. W e  observelin 
this connection the demand for,, “lnore outdoor .in- 
struction and more outdoor play ; the remonstrance 
yainst  the prevalent habit of enveloping a baby’s  face 
In a c‘thiclr, alnlostilllperllleable veil,” andan  appedfor 
the proper and regular use of the  bath  and soft Turkish 
towel from the first weeks of infant life. 

Vol. 111. (edited by  the Secretaries of the Medical 
and Pathological Sections) is  perhaps the most in- 

sions on Sanatoria, Drs. Synles Thompson, J. E. 
beresting to nurses, containing, as it does, the discgs- 

Squire and Vicstry Snow all bearing testimony to  the 
necessity for  the discipline of the nursing home ’ and 
the sanatorium in inculcating good habits and a, 
llygienic mode of life in  patients of all classes. Dr. 
SnoJv &o laid stress upon the fact that as regards 
infection “110 place j s  so safe as a well-conducted 
consumption hospital. ” 

lies in the discussion on the advisability of destroying 
tubercular  cattle and the precautions suggested in the 
use of meat and milk. 

These four volumes  may be said- to  represent noh 
only t11e’opinions of the leading bcientists of the age 
as to  the possibility and means of preventing tuber- 
culosis, but also the sum total of the Imowledge at   the  
present day of the disease, its causation, treatment, 
and lilcclihood of cuie. ’ H: T. , 

Tile interest of Vol. I.V. for  non-veterinary  readers 4 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME029-1902/page220-volume29-13thseptember-1902.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME029-1902/page222-volume29-13thseptember-1902.pdf

